Section 9.19: Town of Rye

9.19 Town of Rye
This section presents the jurisdictional annex for the Town of Rye.

9.19.1 Hazard Mitigation Plan Point of Contact
The following individuals have been identified as the hazard mitigation plan’s primary and alternate points of
contact.
Primary Point of Contact
Bishop Nowotnik
222 Grace Church Street – 3rd Floor
Port Chester, New York 10573
914-939-3075 Ext. 101
bnowotnik@townofryeny.com

Alternate Point of Contact
None

9.19.2 Municipal Profile
This section provides a summary of the community.

Population
The Town of Rye population was 45,928 at the 2010 census. This figure includes the populations of the
Village of Rye Brook, the Village of Port Chester, and the Rye Neck section of the Village of Mamaroneck.

Location
The Town of Rye (often referred to as "Rye Town") comprises the southeastern corner of Westchester County.
Given its coterminous relationship with its underlying villages, the Town of Rye borders the same
communities as Rye Brook, Port Chester, and the Rye Neck section of Mamaroneck: North Castle to the north,
Harrison to the west, and half of the Village of Mamaroneck to the southwest. The town of Greenwich,
Connecticut borders the Town of Rye to the east. Although the Town of Rye is located within the general
boundaries of the Town of Rye, the Town of Rye is a separate municipality from the Town of Rye.
The Town of Rye contains two villages – Port Chester and Rye Brook – along with the “Rye Neck” section of
the Village of Mamaroneck. Because the Village of Rye Brook, the Village of Port Chester, and the Rye Neck
section of the Village of Mamaroneck comprise the entire area of the Town of Rye, this annex will focus on
capabilities and mitigation strategies that are specific to the administrative functions of the town and the
limited land and infrastructure owned by the town.

Brief History
The Town of Rye shares its history with Rye Brook, Port Chester, and Mamaroneck. According to the Village
of Rye Brook web site, the Town’s history began in 1640 when land was purchased from Native American
inhabitants. The first colonists to move into the area were settlers from Greenwich, Connecticut. In 1660 they
negotiated a treaty with a Mohican chief for all the land along Long Island Sound between the Mamaroneck
and Byram Rivers. It is supposed that the town was named after Rye, in Sussex, England, the former home of
some of the settlers.
The Town started as a small settlement on Manursing Island then developed Poningo Neck, which now is the
business section of the Town of Rye; and the Saw Pit, which now is Port Chester. Paths leading to various
parts of the town were established. The Post Road, King Street, and the Grace Church Street were among
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some of the earliest carriage paths. Water transportation and stagecoach were the sole links the early settlers
had with the outside world.
Communities within the Town eventually established themselves as four separate municipalities. Port Chester
was the first of the areas to incorporate as a village. Its charter is dated 1868. In 1895, Mamaroneck officially
became a village with its western section in the Town of Mamaroneck and its eastern section, east of the
Mamaroneck River known as “Rye Neck” in the Town of Rye. In 1904 Rye Village was incorporated but it
seceded to become a city in 1942 and is no longer part of the Town. Rye Brook remained the last
unincorporated area in the Town until it became a Village on July 7, 1982.
Today, the Town of Rye relies on Port Chester, the Town of Rye, part of the Village of Mamaroneck, and a
small commercial portion of southern Rye Brook as its “downtown” areas.
The Town of Rye owns two parks. These are Crawford Park (located within Rye Brook) and Rye Town Park
(located in the Town of Rye along Long Island Sound). Residents of the town may purchase seasonal permits
for park access at discounted fees. The Town of Rye also owns several cemeteries and three bridges.

Governing Body Format
The Town of Rye operates under the Mayor-Council form of municipal government. The Town board is
comprised of the Supervisor and four councilmen/trustees who represent the governing and legislative body of
the town.
The Supervisor is the chief fiscal officer and chief executive officer of the town.
Councilmen/trustees are elected for four-year terms, with the Supervisor/Mayor being elected every two years.

Growth/Development Trends
Growth and development trends in Port Chester, Rye Brook, and the Rye Neck section of Mamaroneck are
applicable to the Town of Rye. Because the Town of Rye lacks any land use or building code authority, these
annexes should be reviewed to understand development trends.

9.19.3 Natural Hazard Event History Specific to the Municipality
Westchester County has a history of natural and non-natural hazard events as detailed in Volume I, Section 5.0
of this plan. A summary of historical events is provided in each of the hazard profiles and includes a
chronology of events that have affected the County and its municipalities. For the purpose of this plan update,
events that have occurred in the County from 2005 to present were summarized to indicate the range and
impact of hazard events in the community. Information regarding specific damages is included, if available,
based on reference material or local sources. This information is presented in the table below. For details of
these and additional events, refer to Volume I, Section 5.0 of this plan.
Table 9.19-1. Hazard Event History
Dates of
Event

October 27November 8,
2012

Event Type

FEMA
Declaration #
(If Applicable)

County
Designated?

Hurricane Sandy

DR-4085

Yes

Summary of Damages/Losses
Rye Town Park suffered extensive damage
during Hurricane Sandy (in excess of a million
dollars). The seawall needs to be rebuilt and the
initial estimates for the repairs are approximately
$600,000. Following Sandy, approximately 14
trailers of sand were brought in totaling 500,000.
A restaurant/snack bar onsite was flooded during
Sandy and repairs were in the neighborhood of
$500,000. A total of 12 trees in the park were
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Table 9.19-1. Hazard Event History
Dates of
Event
August 26 September 5,
2011

Notes:
EM
FEMA
DR
IA
N/A
PA

Event Type

FEMA
Declaration #
(If Applicable)

County
Designated?

Hurricane Irene

DR-4020

Yes

Summary of Damages/Losses
damaged.
Rye Town Park experienced flood and erosion
damage that was similar to the damage from
Hurricane Sandy.

Emergency Declaration (FEMA)
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Major Disaster Declaration (FEMA)
Individual Assistance
Not applicable
Public Assistance

9.19.4 Hazard Vulnerabilities and Ranking
The hazard profiles in Section 5.0 of this plan have detailed information regarding each plan participant’s
vulnerability to the identified hazards. The following summarizes the hazard vulnerabilities and their ranking
in the Town of Rye. For additional vulnerability information relevant to this jurisdiction, refer to Section 5.0.

Natural Hazard Risk/Vulnerability Risk Ranking
Refer to annexes for Mamaroneck Village, Rye Brook, and Port Chester for the natural hazard
risk/vulnerability ranking for the Town of Rye.

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) Summary
NFIP statistics for the Town of Rye are listed in the annexes for Mamaroneck Village, Rye Brook, and Port
Chester.
Table 9.19-2. NFIP Summary

Municipality
Town of Rye

# Policies
(1)

# Severe
# Policies in
# Rep.
Rep. Loss
1% Flood
# Claims
Total Loss
Loss
Prop.
Boundary
(Losses) (1)
Payments (2)
Prop. (1)
(1)
(3)
Refer to annexes for Mamaroneck Village, Rye Brook, and Port Chester

Source: FEMA Region 2, 2014
(1): Policies, claims, repetitive loss and severe repetitive loss statistics provided by FEMA Region 2, and are current as of March 31, 2014.
Please note the total number of repetitive loss properties excludes the severe repetitive loss properties. The number of claims represents
the number of claims closed by March 31, 2014.
(2): Information regarding total building and content losses was gathered from the claims file provided by FEMA Region 2.
(3): The policies inside and outside of the flood zones is based on the latitude and longitude provided by FEMA Region 2 in the policy file.
FEMA noted that where there is more than one entry for a property, there may be more than one policy in force or more than one GIS
possibility.

Critical Facilities
There are no critical facilities are located in the FEMA 1% or 0.2% Flood Hazard Area within the Town of
Rye.

Other Vulnerabilities Identified by Municipality
The following vulnerabilities are identified by the Town of Rye.
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Coastal Storms
Rye Town Park suffered extensive damage during Hurricane Sandy, in excess of a million dollars. The
seawall needs to be rebuilt and the initial estimates for the repairs are approximately $600,000. This same
seawall reportedly failed in 1999. The restaurant/snack bar on the park was flooded from the surge caused by
Hurricane Sandy and repairs were in the neighborhood of $500,000, although this was covered by the tenant’s
insurance. Following Sandy, approximately 14 trailers of sand were brought to the beach totaling $500,000.
In general, this park is vulnerable to coastal wind and flood events.
A series of sewers associated with neighboring Playland Park (located in the Town of Rye) traverse the Rye
Town Park property and are located within feet of the damaged seawall. These pipes are reportedly over 100
years old. The Town believes that these pipes need to be replaced and relocated as they are currently within
several feet of Long Island Sound, and a break could be disastrous. Playland is reportedly looking to upgrade
the sewer lines and moving them away from the water.

Wind Events
Trees on town-owned property are a concern due to the power outages that have been occurring in the last few
years. Twelve trees on town property were damaged during Hurricane Sandy. Increased cooperation with the
local utility company is needed, and the Town may consider relocating or burying power lines on town
property.

Flooding
The Town of Rye is solely responsible for three bridges: South Barry Avenue, Otter Creek and Guion Creek.
These are all reportedly in good conditions. The wingwalls were recently replaced on the Otter Creek and
Guion Creek bridges. These bridges are low lying but it does not appear to be cost effective to raise them.
The Jefferson Avenue Bridge in Mamaroneck was recently replaced. The Town is somewhat concerned about
the capacities of the culverts at the two parks.
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9.19.5 Capability Assessment
This section typically identifies the following capabilities of the local jurisdiction:







Planning and regulatory capability
Administrative and technical capability
Fiscal capability
Community classification
National Flood Insurance Program
Integration of Mitigation Planning into Existing and Future Planning Mechanisms

However, the Town of Rye does not provide most of these services. The town lacks any land use authority and
relies in its coterminous villages for emergency services, so its capabilities relative to hazard mitigation are
limited. These are the town’s capabilities:


The Town of Rye assesses and collects property taxes on behalf of the Villages of Port Chester and Rye
Brook; and the school districts of Blind Brook, Port Chester, Rye Neck, and a small part of Harrison. As
such, the Town maintains the assessed value of every property in Port Chester, Rye Brook, and the Rye
Neck section of Mamaroneck.



The Town administers parking tickets and traffic violations issued by the Village of Rye Brook or by State
officers in the town. The town court handles criminal and civil cases.



The Town is responsible for seven bridges as follows: the costs associated with three bridges are shared
with the Village of Mamaroneck; the costs associated with one bridge are shared with the Village and the
Town of Mamaroneck; and the costs associated with three bridges (South Berry Avenue, Otter Creek, and
Guion Creek) are solely the town’s responsibility.



The Town is responsible for four cemeteries and the two parks previously mentioned.

In November 2012, the Town of Rye together with the Villages of Rye Brook, Mamaroneck and Port Chester
completed a report (“Review of Governance and Service Alternatives”) analyzing options for a potential Town
dissolution, assessing the financial implications of such dissolution, and outlining shared service alternatives
for the three municipalities within the Town. No action has been taken on dissolution, but the Town has
recently sold off some assets, including its Town Hall building and a town garage.

Planning and Regulatory Capability
The table below summarizes the regulatory tools that are typically available to a municipality. The Town of
Rye has only one of these tools available.
Table 9.19-3. Planning and Regulatory Tools

Tool / Program
(code, ordinance, plan)

Do you
have this?
(Y/N)

Authority
(local, county, state,
federal)

Building Code

Y

Local, State

Zoning Ordinance
Subdivision Ordinance
NFIP Flood Damage
Protection Ordinance

Y
Y
N

Local
Local

Dept. /Agency
Responsible
Building
Department
Zoning
Zoning

Code Citation and Comments
(Code Chapter, date of adoption,
name of plan, explanation of
authority, etc.)
NYS Building Code; Chapter 14
Building Code
Chapter 66 Zoning
Chapter 66 Zoning
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Table 9.19-3. Planning and Regulatory Tools

Tool / Program
(code, ordinance, plan)
NFIP - Freeboard
NFIP - Cumulative
Substantial Damages
Special Purpose
Ordinances (e.g. wetlands,
critical or sensitive areas)
Growth Management
Floodplain Management /
Basin Plan
Stormwater Management
Plan/Ordinance
Comprehensive Plan /
Master Plan
Capital Improvements
Plan
Site Plan Review
Requirements
Habitat Conservation Plan
Economic Development
Plan
Emergency Response Plan
Post Disaster Recovery
Plan
Post Disaster Recovery
Ordinance
Real Estate Disclosure
req.
Other (e.g. steep slope
ordinance, local
waterfront revitalization
plan)
Coastal Erosion Control
Districts
Shoreline Management
Plan
Sediment Control
Mutual Aid Plan

Do you
have this?
(Y/N)
N
N

Authority
(local, county, state,
federal)

Dept. /Agency
Responsible

Code Citation and Comments
(Code Chapter, date of adoption,
name of plan, explanation of
authority, etc.)

N
N
N
N
N
Y

Local

Clerk

Special note: for the parks,
cemeteries, and bridges.

N
N
N
N
N
N
N

N

N
N
N
N

(1) NYS Subdivision laws provide a general framework, but allow room for local ordinances and interpretation.

Administrative and Technical Capability
The table below summarizes potential staff and personnel resources available to the Town of Rye.
Table 9.19-4. Administrative and Technical Capabilities
Staff/ Personnel Resources
Planner(s) or Engineer(s) with knowledge of land
development and land management practices

Available
(Y or N)

Department/ Agency/Position

N
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Staff/ Personnel Resources
Engineer(s) or Professional(s) trained in construction
practices related to buildings and/or infrastructure

Available
(Y or N)

Department/ Agency/Position

N

Planners or engineers with an understanding of natural
hazards

N

NFIP Floodplain Administrator

N

Surveyor(s)

N

Personnel skilled or trained in “GIS” applications

Y

Scientist familiar with natural hazards in the County.

N

Emergency Manager

N

Grant Writer(s)

N

Staff with expertise or training in benefit/cost analysis

N

Professionals trained in conducting damage
assessments

N

Assessor

Fiscal Capability
The table below summarizes financial resources available to the Town of Rye.
Table 9.19-5. Fiscal Capabilities

Community Development Block Grants (CDBG)

Accessible or Eligible to Use
(Yes/No/Don’t Know)
No. HUD is preventing funding to County administrators.

Capital Improvements Project Funding

Yes

Authority to Levy Taxes for specific purposes

Yes

User fees for water, sewer, gas or electric service

No

Impact Fees for homebuyers or developers of new
development/homes

No

Incur debt through general obligation bonds

Yes

Incur debt through special tax bonds

Yes

Incur debt through private activity bonds

No

Withhold public expenditures in hazard-prone areas

Yes (in its parks and cemeteries)

Mitigation grant programs

Uncertain

Other

N/A

Financial Resources

Community Classifications
The table below summarizes classifications for community program available to the Town of Rye.
Table 9.19-6. Community Classifications
Program
Community Rating System (CRS)

Classification

Date Classified

NP

N/A

Building Code Effectiveness Grading
Schedule (BCEGS)

NP

N/A

Public Protection

NP

N/A

Storm Ready

NP

i

N/A

Firewise

NPii

N/A

N/A = Not applicable. NP = Not participating. - = Unavailable. TBD = To be determined.
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The classifications listed above relate to the community’s ability to provide effective services to lessen its
vulnerability to the hazards identified. These classifications can be viewed as a gauge of the community’s
capabilities in all phases of emergency management (preparedness, response, recovery and mitigation) and are
used as an underwriting parameter for determining the costs of various forms of insurance. The CRS class
applies to flood insurance while the BCEGS and Public Protection classifications apply to standard property
insurance. CRS classifications range on a scale of 1 to 10 with class 1 being the best possible classification,
and class 10 representing no classification benefit. Firewise classifications include a higher classification when
the subject property is located beyond 1000 feet of a creditable fire hydrant and is within 5 road miles of a
recognized Fire Station.
Criteria for classification credits are outlined in the following documents:






The Community Rating System Coordinators Manual
The Building Code Effectiveness Grading Schedule
The ISO Mitigation online ISO’s Public Protection website at
http://www.isomitigation.com/ppc/0000/ppc0001.html
The National Weather Service Storm Ready website at
http://www.weather.gov/stormready/howto.htm
The National Firewise Communities website at http://firewise.org/

National Flood Insurance Program
The Town of Rye does not assist in the implementation of the NFIP. The town lacks any land use or building
authority and relies in its coterminous villages for implementation of the NFIP.

Integration of Hazard Mitigation into Existing and Future Planning Mechanisms
For a community to succeed in reducing long-term risk, hazard mitigation must be integrated into the day-today local government operations. As part of this planning effort, each community was surveyed to obtain a
better understanding of their community’s progress in plan integration. A summary is provided below. In
addition, the community identified specific integration activities that will be incorporated into municipal
procedures.
The Town of Rye does not conduct its own planning. The town lacks any land use or building authority and
relies in its coterminous villages for development of plans that may integrate hazard mitigation.
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9.19.6 Mitigation Strategy and Prioritization
This section discusses past mitigations actions and status, describes proposed hazard mitigation initiatives, and
prioritization.

Past Mitigation Initiative Status
The Town of Rye has no prior mitigation strategy.

Completed Mitigation Initiatives not Identified in the Previous Mitigation Strategy
The Town of Rye has identified the following as mitigation projects/activities that have been completed, are
planned, or on-going within the municipality:


As noted above, the Town of Rye is responsible for three bridges: South Barry Avenue, Otter Creek
and Guion Creek. The wingwalls were recently replaced on the Otter Creek and Guion Creek bridges,
and the Jefferson Avenue Bridge in Mamaroneck was recently replaced.

Proposed Hazard Mitigation Initiatives for the Plan Update
The Town of Rye identified mitigation initiatives that it would like to pursue in the future. These initiatives
are dependent upon available funding (grants and local match availability) and may be modified or omitted at
any time based on the occurrence of new hazard events and changes in municipal priorities. Table 9.19-7
identifies the municipality’s updated local mitigation strategy.
As discussed in Section 6, 14 evaluation/prioritization criteria are used to complete the prioritization of
mitigation initiatives. For each new mitigation action, a numeric rank is assigned (-1, 0, or 1) for each of the
14 evaluation criteria to assist with prioritizing actions as ‘High’, ‘Medium’, or ‘Low.’ Table 9.19-8 below
summarizes the evaluation of each mitigation initiative, listed by Action Number.
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RT-2

Repair seawall in Rye Town
Park. See Action Worksheet.

RT-3

RT-4

Identify adaptation options
for Rye Town Park to reduce
risk of damage from coastal
storms while keeping up with
rising sea levels.
Identify opportunities and
funding to move overhead
utilities underground on the
two Town parks.

Hazard(s)
Mitigated

Goals
Met

Lead and
Support
Agencies

Estimated
Benefits

Estimated
Cost

Sources of
Funding

Timeline

Priority

CRS Category

RT-1

Mitigation Initiative
Evaluate capacities of
culverts at the Town-owned
parks and set aside funds for
upgrades if needed.

Applies to
New and/or
Existing
Structures*

Mitigation
Category

Initiative

Table 9.19-7. Proposed Hazard Mitigation Initiatives

Existing

Flooding

2

Parks

Medium

High

Municipal

DOF

Low

SIP

SP

Existing

Flooding
and
Erosion

2

Parks

High

High

Municipal

Short

High

SIP

SP

Existing

Flooding
and
Erosion

2, 4

Supervisor

High

Medium

Municipal

DOF

High

LPR,
SIP,
EAP

PP,
PR

Existing

All

2

Parks

Low

High

Municipal

DOF

Low

SIP

PP

Notes:
Not all acronyms and abbreviations defined below are included in the table.
*Does this mitigation initiative reduce the effects of hazards on new and/or existing buildings and/or infrastructure? Not applicable (N/A) is inserted if this does not apply.
Acronyms and Abbreviations:
CAV
Community Assistance Visit
CRS
Community Rating System
DPW
Department of Public Works
FEMA
Federal Emergency Management Agency
FPA
Floodplain Administrator
HMA
Hazard Mitigation Assistance
N/A
Not applicable
NFIP
National Flood Insurance Program
OEM
Office of Emergency Management

Costs:
Where actual project costs have been reasonably estimated:
Low < $10,000
Medium $10,000 to $100,000
High
> $100,000
Where actual project costs cannot reasonably be established at this time:
Low
Possible to fund under existing budget. Project is part of, or can be part of an

Potential FEMA HMA Funding Sources:
FMA
Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant Program
HMGP
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program
PDM
Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program
RFC
Repetitive Flood Claims Grant Program (discontinued 2015)
SRL
Severe Repetitive Loss Grant Program (discontinued 2015)
Timeline:
Short
Long Term
OG
DOF

1 to 5 years
5 years or greater
On-going program
Depending on funding

Benefits:
Where possible, an estimate of project benefits (per FEMA’s benefit calculation methodology) has
been evaluated against the project costs, and is presented as:
Low=
< $10,000
Medium $10,000 to $100,000
High
> $100,000
Where numerical project benefits cannot reasonably be established at this time:
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Costs:
Medium
High

existing on-going program.
Could budget for under existing work plan, but would require a
reapportionment of the budget or a budget amendment, or the cost of the
project would have to be spread over multiple years.
Would require an increase in revenue via an alternative source (i.e., bonds,
grants, fee increases) to implement. Existing funding levels are not adequate
to cover the costs of the proposed project.

Benefits:
Low
Long-term benefits of the project are difficult to quantify in the short term.
Medium Project will have a long-term impact on the reduction of risk exposure to life
and property, or project will provide an immediate reduction in the risk
exposure to property.
High
Project will have an immediate impact on the reduction of risk exposure to life
and property.

Mitigation Category:

Local Plans and Regulations (LPR) – These actions include government authorities, policies or codes that influence the way land and buildings are being developed and built.

Structure and Infrastructure Project (SIP)- These actions involve modifying existing structures and infrastructure to protect them from a hazard or remove them from a hazard area.
This could apply to public or private structures as well as critical facilities and infrastructure. This type of action also involves projects to construct manmade structures to reduce the
impact of hazards.

Natural Systems Protection (NSP) – These are actions that minimize damage and losses, and also preserve or restore the functions of natural systems.

Education and Awareness Programs (EAP) – These are actions to inform and educate citizens, elected officials, and property owners about hazards and potential ways to mitigate them.
These actions may also include participation in national programs, such as StormReady and Firewise Communities
CRS Category:

Preventative Measures (PR) - Government, administrative or regulatory actions, or processes that influence the way land and buildings are developed and built. Examples include planning
and zoning, floodplain local laws, capital improvement programs, open space preservation, and storm water management regulations.

Property Protection (PP) - These actions include public activities to reduce hazard losses or actions that involve (1) modification of existing buildings or structures to protect them from a
hazard or (2) removal of the structures from the hazard area. Examples include acquisition, elevation, relocation, structural retrofits, storm shutters, and shatter-resistant glass.

Public Information (PI) - Actions to inform and educate citizens, elected officials, and property owners about hazards and potential ways to mitigate them. Such actions include outreach
projects, real estate disclosure, hazard information centers, and educational programs for school-age children and adults.

Natural Resource Protection (NR) - Actions that minimize hazard loss and also preserve or restore the functions of natural systems. These actions include sediment and erosion control,
stream corridor restoration, watershed management, forest and vegetation management, and wetland restoration and preservation.

Structural Flood Control Projects (SP) - Actions that involve the construction of structures to reduce the impact of a hazard. Such structures include dams, setback levees, floodwalls,
retaining walls, and safe rooms.

Emergency Services (ES) - Actions that protect people and property during and immediately following a disaster or hazard event. Services include warning systems, emergency response
services, and the protection of essential facilities
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Political

Legal

Fiscal

Environmental

Social

Administrative

Multi-Hazard

Timeline

Agency Champion

Total

Evaluate capacities of culverts at the Townowned parks and set aside funds for upgrades if
needed.

0

1

0

1

0

1

1

1

0

1

0

1

0

1

8

Medium

RT-2

Repair seawall in Rye Town Park.

0

1

1

1

1

1

0

0

0

1

1

1

1

1

10

High

RT-3

Identify adaptation options for Rye Town Park
to reduce risk of damage from coastal storms
while keeping up with rising sea levels.

0

1

1

1

0

1

0

1

0

1

1

1

0

1

9

High

RT-4

Identify opportunities and funding to move
overhead utilities underground on the two
Town parks.

0

1

-1

1

0

0

0

1

0

0

1

0

0

1

4

Low

Other Community
Objectives

Technical

RT-1

Mitigation Action/Initiative

Property
Protection

High /
Medium /
Low

Mitigation
Action /
Project
Number

Life Safety

Cost-Effectiveness

Table 9.19-8. Summary of Prioritization of Actions

Note: Refer to Section 6 which contains the guidance on conducting the prioritization of mitigation actions.
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9.19.7 Future Needs To Better Understand Risk/Vulnerability
None at this time.

9.19.8 Hazard Area Extent and Location
Hazard area extent and location maps have been generated for the Town of Rye that illustrate the probable
areas impacted within the municipality. These maps are based on the best available data at the time of the
preparation of this plan, and are considered to be adequate for planning purposes. Maps have only been
generated for those hazards that can be clearly identified using mapping techniques and technologies, and for
which the Town of Rye has significant exposure. These maps are illustrated in the hazard profiles within
Section 5.4, Volume I of this Plan.

9.19.9 Additional Comments
None at this time.
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Figure 9.19-1. Town of Rye Hazard Area Extent and Location Map
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Figure 9.19-2. Town of Rye Hazard Area Extent and Location Map
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Town of Rye
RT-2
Rye Town Park Seawall

Name of Jurisdiction:
Action Number:
Action Name:

Assessing the Risk

Coastal flood and erosion
The seawall at Rye Town Park was repaired after the damage from storms
Irene and Sandy but requires additional upgrade and repair to reduce future
losses at Rye Town Park. This is the 2nd time, last was 1992 hurricane.

Hazard(s) addressed:
Specific problem being
mitigated:

Evaluation of Potential Actions/Projects
Actions/Projects Considered
(name of project and reason for
not selecting):

1 No action – not acceptable, as the seawall is a historical asset and an
. integral part of the park.
2 Replace with soft shoreline protection – not acceptable, as the seawall is
. a historical asset and an integral part of the park.

Action/Project Intended for Implementation
Description of Selected
Action/Project

Reinforce shoreline with concrete and steeel bunker, then rebuild seawall
with similarly reinforced concrete and steel. This project will provide
additional repair to the seawall, helping to protect the bathhouse and other
amenties of this very important park located in the City of Rye and enjoyed
by all Town of Rye residents.

Mitigation Action/Project Type

SIP

Objectives Met

1, 2

Applies to existing
structures/infrastructure,
future, or not applicable

Existing

Benefits (losses avoided)

Seawall repairs will help protect the park from future damage. Sewer lines are
believed located behind the seawall and would also be protected.

Estimated Cost
Priority*

$600,000 / High
High

Plan for Implementation
Responsible Organization

Town of Rye

Local Planning Mechanism

Add to the Town’s capital improvement plan

Potential Funding Sources

HMGP, Local Match

Timeline for Completion

DOF (Short)
Reporting on Progress

Date of Status Report/
Report of Progress

Date:
Progress on Action/Project: Mitigation designs have been completed.

* Refer to results of Prioritization (page 2)
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Section 9.19: Town of Rye
RT-2
Rye Town Park Seawall

Action Number:
Action Name:
Numeric
Rank
(-1, 0, 1)

Criteria

Provide brief rationale for numeric rank when appropriate

Life Safety

0

The protected facility is a park.

Property
Protection

1

The seawall protects very important public property.

Cost-Effectiveness

1

Estimated benefits higher than estimated costs.

Technical

1

Project is technically feasible and is a long-term solution although future
repairs will likely be necessary.

Political

1

Significant political will for this project, as the park is a key community asset.

Legal

1

The town of Rye owns the seawall and is responsible for its repair.

Fiscal

0

Grant funding is preferred for this work, but capital improvement funds may
be used.

Environmental

0

From an environmental perspective, seawalls are inferior to soft shoreline
protections. However the seawall has historic significance.

Social

0

The seawall benefits mainly users of the park. Residents (taxpayers) of the
Town of Rye receive discounted admission although the park is open to all.
Additionally, a sewer line is believed located behind the wall.

Administrative

1

The town can administer the project.

Multi-Hazard

1

Coastal flooding and erosion.

Timeline

1

Short duration preferred.

Agency Champion

1

The Supervisor is a champion of this effort, as are the Friends of Rye Town
Park (a non-profit group involved with park issues).

Other Community
Objectives

1

The project advances capital improvements and is very popular with park
users and the Friends of Rye Town Park.

Total
Priority
(High/Med/Low)

10
High

Relative to other projects for Town of Rye

i

http://www.stormready.noaa.gov/com-maps/ny-com.htm

ii

http://submissions.nfpa.org/firewise/fw_communities_list.php
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